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LEYDEN CELEBRATES AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK   

November 18-22 marks the National Education Association’s 98th annual celebration of 

American Education Week.  The activities honor the people who work in the nation’s public 

schools, everyone from the bus driver and classroom teacher to the cafeteria worker and 

administrative staff.  The celebration is also an opportunity for school and community leaders to 

renew their commitment and support for quality public education for all students.                                                                         

The 2019 theme, “Reach. Educate. Inspire.” involves activities at both Leyden campuses, 

including a letter of appreciation from Superintendent Polyak to faculty and staff; a teacher and 

staff appreciation gift; and sweet treats prepared by the district’s culinary arts students. 

Leyden’s mission as a school district is to demonstrate the impact public education has on the 

lives of students, families, educators and communities throughout America.  As noted in the 

district’s mission statement, Leyden adheres to that model by supporting “a community of 

lifelong learners, who prepare for global change, respect diversity, accept personal responsibility, 

and pursue a sense of fulfillment.” 

 

In addition to core subjects, Leyden offers students the opportunities to enrich their lives with co-

curricular activities including a variety of clubs and organizations, athletics, visual and 

performing arts and community service opportunities.  

 

It is a privilege and a responsibility to educate Leyden students, Superintendent 

Nick Polyak says.  “Our role is to help students succeed in reaching their academic and life-long 

goals. The combination of enthusiastic students, supportive families and dedicated staff, 

make Leyden a place where students have every opportunity to reach their full 

potential.  Celebrating American Education Week is an appropriate way to honor all individuals 

who ensure that every student in the district receives a quality education,” he says.  

 

A spokesperson for the association says the weeklong celebration “showcases those who are 

critical in building great public schools for the nation's 50 million K-12 students.”   
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